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PATIENT CENTERED MEDICAL HOME IS FOCUS
OF HEALTHCARE INNOVATION SERIES

PERRYSBURG, Ohio – May 20, 2010 – In the first forum of their Healthcare Innovation Series, FrontPath Health Coalition introduced the concept of the Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH) to an audience of more than 100 representatives of local businesses and the health care industry, from doctors to plan administrators to employers.
Paul Grundy, M.D., Director of Healthcare, Technology and Strategic Initiatives for IBM Global Wellbeing Services and Health Benefits, and President of Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative was the keynote speaker. Dr. Grundy is a nationally acclaimed expert on the patient centered model. 
“FrontPath will be sponsoring a series of briefing sessions on innovations in health care,” said Susan Szymanski, CEO of FrontPath Health Coalition. “Given the complexities of the current health care system and the potential represented by health care reform, we decided to begin the series with the PCMH concept.”
Scott Mason, D.P.A., FACHE, addressed how the PCMH model might be a ‘disruptive innovation’ in the cost and delivery of health care services and the obstacles and challenges presented by it. Dr. Mason also facilitated a panel discussion that focused on health care provider and employer perspectives relating to developing and implementing a PCMH model.
-more-



 The PCMH model is an approach to health care that provides patients with timely, well-organized care and enhances access to providers. In the model, a primary care physician-led team assumes proactive prevention, wellness and chronic illness care, thereby becoming the patient’s confidant, coordinator and advisor for all aspects of health care.  
In his presentation, Dr. Grundy said several things were driving the change toward the PCMH – Americans are living longer, chronic disease is more prevalent, and patients aren’t getting services and achieving outcomes. 
“The need for health care services is increasing,” Grundy said. “The U.S. has the highest per capita health care expenditure in the world, but is last in health care indicators among first-world nations.”
The concept of a PCMH is not new – it was initially proposed in the late 1960s by the American Academy of Pediatricians in relation to children with special health care needs, such as chronic diseases. The principles of the current PCMH were defined in 2007 and are now an approach that provides comprehensive care for children, youth and adults, according to Grundy.
Currently, more than 40 states are involved in a PCMH pilot activity.
“The Patient-Centered Medical Home movement is bringing renewed attention to the critical role of primary care in the U.S. health care system.” Grundy said. “This is a time of great opportunity to create dynamic, innovative, effective primary care practices that are satisfying to both patients and providers.”
-30-


About FrontPath Health Coalition:
FrontPath Health Coalition, a not-for-profit member-managed coalition, works with employers, unions, municipalities and public entities to provide members direct access to a broad network of health care providers. FrontPath also partners with these healthcare providers to improve the quality of health care delivered throughout the Western Lake Erie region. The Northwest Ohio-based organization was established by eight Fortune 500 employers in 1988. For more information, visit www.frontpathcoalition.com.
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