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LOCAL HOSPITAL SAFETY DATA
PART OF NEW NATIONAL SURVEY
FrontPath Health Coalition Led
First-Ever Northwest Ohio Participation
PERRYSBURG, Ohio – Aug. 7, 2008 – Results of a national survey of hospital quality and safety, including data from many Northwest Ohio hospitals, are now available for viewing at the Web site of FrontPath Health Coalition, www.frontpathcoalition.com. The 2008 Leapfrog Hospital Survey was conducted through June of this year, and includes record participation of nearly 1,200 hospitals nationwide. 
FrontPath Health Coalition, a not-for-profit member-managed health care coalition, was the regional roll-out leader of the statewide Leapfrog survey effort. Many Northwest Ohio hospitals participated in the 2008 survey, including St. Anne Mercy Hospital, St. Charles Mercy Hospital, St. Luke’s Hospital, St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center and University of Toledo Medical Center. 
“FrontPath is dedicated to building and maintaining high-quality health care in Northwest Ohio, and our participation in the Leapfrog survey demonstrates the commitment of area hospitals to creating a high quality health care environment in our community,” said Susan Szymanski, FrontPath CEO. “This is the first time many of our area hospitals have participated in the Leapfrog survey. Their participation requires a great deal of effort, and they should be commended for their efforts to improve the safety, quality and affordability of healthcare.” 
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A study published in June by the Joint Commission Journal on Quality and Patient Safety found that hospitals that perform well on the Leapfrog survey have lower mortality and better quality of care than those that did not complete the survey.

 “For the first time ever, in addition to seeing how well a hospital performs certain procedures, consumers can know how efficiently they perform them,” said Leah Binder, MA, Leapfrog CEO. “Costs at a hospital that provides both high quality and high value may likely be lower than at others.”

The Leapfrog Hospital Survey asked:

· Does the hospital use the best known methods to prevent medical errors?

· What are the odds of dying at a hospital as a result of undergoing certain high-risk surgeries there?

· How efficient is the hospital in performing certain procedures?

· Are medication orders handled electronically, known to be the best method to prevent medication errors? And if the hospital has a computerized system, is it effective?

· How well does the hospital perform seven high-risk procedures (coronary artery bypass graft, percutaneous coronary intervention, abdominal aortic aneurysm repair, aortic valve replacement, pancreatic resection, esophagectomy, bariatric surgery) and care for high-risk deliveries?

· Is the hospital’s intensive care unit (ICU) staffed by qualified specialists?
· How prevalent are hospital acquired conditions such as bed sores, falls and burns?

· Does the hospital have a policy that includes not billing for “never events” (such as surgery on the wrong limb or serious injury from a contaminated drug) and apologizing to anyone affected by them?
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Since 2001, hospitals representing over half of all U.S. hospital beds have participated in the Leapfrog Hospital Survey, which covers 16 of the 30 National Quality Forum’s Safe Practices for Better Healthcare. Survey results, which are updated monthly, are used by consumers and business coalitions in 37 major U.S. markets to make purchasing decisions. As a follow up to the hospital survey, Leapfrog will release its list of Top Hospitals in late September.
Participating hospitals to date include:

· Blanchard Valley Regional Health Center, Bluffton

· Blanchard Valley Regional Health Center, Findlay

· Fulton County Health Center, Wauseon
· Hardin Memorial Hospital, Kenton

· Memorial Hospital, Fremont

· Mercy Hospital of Defiance

· Mercy Hospital of Tiffin

· Mercy Hospital of Willard

· St. Anne Mercy Hospital, Toledo

· St. Charles Mercy Hospital, Oregon

· St. Luke’s Hospital, Maumee

· St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center, Toledo

· University of Toledo Medical Center, Toledo
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Local survey results are available by visiting www.frontpathcoalition.com.
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About FrontPath Health Coalition:

FrontPath Health Coalition, a not-for-profit member-managed coalition, works with employers, unions, municipalities and public entities to provide members direct access to a broad network of health care providers. FrontPath also partners with these healthcare providers to improve the quality of health care delivered throughout the Western Lake Erie region. The Northwest Ohio-based organization was established by eight Fortune 500 employers in 1988 as the Western Lake Erie Employers’ Coalition.

The Leapfrog Group:

On behalf of the millions of Americans for whom many of the nation’s largest corporations and public agencies buy health benefits, The Leapfrog Group aims to use its members’ collective leverage to initiate breakthrough improvements in the safety, quality and affordability of health care for Americans. The Leapfrog Group was founded in November 2000 by the Business Roundtable and is supported by its members, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, The Commonwealth Fund, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality and other sources.
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