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PATIENT SAFETY PROGRAM SAVES LIVES
IN PARTICIPATING HOSPITALS  NATIONWIDE
FrontPath Health Coalition Leading 2008
Survey Of Northwest Ohio Hospitals

PERRYSBURG, Ohio – June 30, 2008 – A study published this month finds that hospitals that perform well on the national Leapfrog Hospital Survey have lower mortality and better quality of care than those that did not complete the survey.
That’s good news for many Northwest Ohio hospitals – and their patients – as many of these healthcare organizations are participating in the Leapfrog Hospital Survey this year.

Perrysburg, Ohio-based FrontPath Health Coalition is the regional rollout leader for the 2008 Leapfrog Hospital Survey of hospital quality and safety throughout institutions in Northwest Ohio. FrontPath is working with four other purchaser organizations to implement the survey throughout the state.

The independent research, which is published in the June 2008 issue of the Joint Commission Journal on Quality and Patient Safety, reviewed the 2006 Leapfrog Hospital Survey and 2006 Hospital Quality Alliance data to analyze findings about three common conditions – acute myocardial infarction (AMI), congestive heart failure (CHF) and pneumonia. The researchers found that hospitals implementing Leapfrog safety practices also had better quality processes for AMI and CHF, and marginally better performance for pneumonia.
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“This study is important because it shows a clear connection between the Leapfrog Survey and improving patient safety and quality practices,” says Sue Szymanski, FrontPath CEO. “Participating hospitals and health systems should be congratulated on taking part in the survey because it is in the best interests of the patients we all serve.”

Regionally, of the 42 hospitals in a 21-county area of Northwest Ohio, 50 percent are participating in the 2008 survey, including all Lucas County hospitals – Bay Park Community Hospital, Flower Hospital, Mercy Children’s Hospital, St. Anne Mercy Hospital, St. Charles Mercy Hospital, St. Luke’s Hospital, St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center, The Toledo Hospital, Toledo Children’s Hospital and University of Toledo Medical Center. According to Szymanski, FrontPath joined with The Leapfrog Group, a national organization of healthcare purchasers, as an Ohio regional roll-out leader, in response to one of the most disturbing realities in U.S. healthcare – 98,000 Americans die each year from preventable medical errors made in hospitals. Each year, more than 1,300 hospitals participate in the Leapfrog survey.

“This is a significant effort to improve the safety, quality and affordability of healthcare in our hospitals,” Szymanski said. “Transparency in healthcare benefits us all, while helping to reduce costs throughout the systems – both to providers and patients.”

In addition, this year’s survey provides the opportunity for hospitals to receive credit for their adherence to four National Quality Forum (NQF)-endorsed Safe Practices, including:

· Use of computerized prescription systems as a way of reducing prescribing errors
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· Selection of hospitals with the best results or extensive experience for specific high-risk conditions and procedures

· Staffing Intensive Care Units with trained specialists

· Satisfactorily reporting on 13 of NQF’s 27 other Safe Practices, which are arrived at by national consensus of Leapfrog members

The 2008 Leapfrog survey is being conducted nationwide through the end of June. National results will be announced in September by The Leapfrog Group. Individual hospital results will be available by visiting www.frontpathcoalition.com.
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About FrontPath Health Coalition:

FrontPath Health Coalition, a not-for-profit member-managed corporation, works with employers, unions, municipalities and public entities to provide members direct access to a broad network of health care providers. FrontPath also partners with these healthcare providers to improve the quality of healthcare delivered throughout the Western Lake Erie region. The Perrysburg, Ohio-based organization was established by eight Fortune 500 employers in 1988 as the Western Lake Erie Employers’ Coalition.

The Leapfrog Group:

On behalf of the millions of Americans for whom many of the nation’s largest corporations and public agencies buy health benefits, The Leapfrog Group aims to use its members’ collective leverage to initiate breakthrough improvements in the safety, quality and affordability of health care for Americans. The Leapfrog Group was founded in November 2000 by the Business Roundtable and is supported by its members, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, The Commonwealth Fund, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality and other sources.
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