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NORTHWEST OHIO HOSPITALS RECOGNIZED
IN NATIONAL SURVEY OF QUALITY & SAFETY

FrontPath Health Coalition Led Regional 
Roll-Out Of Annual Leapfrog Hospital Survey

PERRYSBURG, Ohio – Oct. 7, 2008 – Several Northwest Ohio hospitals participating for the first time in the national Leapfrog Hospital Survey are among the nation’s best in specific quality of care areas.

St. Luke’s Hospital, Maumee, has been recognized nationally as one of the “highest value” hospitals in the nation, fully meeting the Leapfrog efficiency standards for coronary artery bypass graft surgery, angioplasty procedures and pneumonia care. Leapfrog’s efficiency standard recognizes those hospitals that provide the highest quality of care and provides that care with fewer resources. 
In addition, six of the region’s hospitals are in the top tier of all hospitals nationally that reported to Leapfrog on quality of care for pneumonia patients. Those include St. Luke’s Hospital, Bay Park Community Hospital, Oregon, Fulton County Health Center, Wauseon, Mercy Hospital of Willard, St. Anne Mercy Hospital, Toledo, and St. Charles Mercy Hospital, Oregon.
FrontPath Health Coalition, a not-for-profit member-managed health care coalition, was the Regional Roll-Out leader of the Northwest Ohio Leapfrog survey effort. The 2008 annual survey included participation of over 1,200 hospitals across the country. 
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Susan Szymanski, FrontPath president and CEO, said, “We are pleased to work with these hospitals and serve as the regional roll out leader of the Leapfrog Hospital Survey. We are dedicated to building a system for high-quality health care in Northwest Ohio, and appreciate the great deal of time and resources of the hospitals to participate in the survey and implement its key safety practices.”

 “FrontPath’s commitment to health care transparency and accountability has resulted in a high level of participation by area hospitals in the Leapfrog Hospital Survey,” said Leah Binder, CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “Northwest Ohio is demonstrating to other parts of the country that a partnership between purchasers and providers benefits consumers who have the right to information that better informs their health care choices.”

Of four new regions in the U.S. targeted by The Leapfrog Group to participate in the 2008 survey, Northwest Ohio achieved the highest percentage of participating hospitals. Northwest Ohio hospitals completing the 2008 survey include:

· Bay Park Community Hospital, Oregon

· Blanchard Valley Regional Health Center, Bluffton

· Blanchard Valley Regional Health Center, Findlay
· Defiance Regional Medical Center, Defiance

· Flower Hospital, Sylvania

· Fostoria Community Hospital, Fostoria
· Fulton County Health Center, Wauseon

· Hardin Memorial Hospital, Kenton

· Memorial Hospital, Fremont

· Mercy Hospital of Defiance, Defiance

· Mercy Hospital of Tiffin, Tiffin

· Mercy Hospital of Willard, Willard

· St. Anne Mercy Hospital, Toledo

· St. Charles Mercy Hospital, Oregon

· St. Luke’s Hospital, Maumee

· St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center, Toledo
· Toledo Children’s Hospital, Toledo

· Toledo Hospital, Toledo
· University of Toledo Medical Center, Toledo
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Other results posted from the participating hospitals include:

· Blanchard Valley Regional Health Center, Bluffton – fully met managing serious errors standard

· Blanchard Valley Regional Health Center, Findlay – fully met AMI quality and resource standards

· Defiance Regional Medical Center – fully met AMI quality and resource standards

· Flower Hospital, Sylvania – fully met the Leapfrog standard for preventing pressure ulcers during an inpatient admission

· Fostoria Community Hospital – fully met managing serious errors standard

· St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center – fully met AMI quality standards

· Toledo Children’s Hospital – fully met appropriate ICU staffing standard

· The Toledo Hospital – fully met coronary artery bypass graft and percutaneous coronary intervention standards

· University of Toledo Medical Center – aortic valve replacement outcomes better than national average; mortality rate better than national average

Local survey results are available by visiting www.leapfroggroup.org, or through a link from www.frontpathcoalition.com.
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About FrontPath Health Coalition:

FrontPath Health Coalition, a not-for-profit member-managed coalition, works with employers, unions, municipalities and public entities to provide members direct access to a broad network of health care providers. FrontPath also partners with these healthcare providers to improve the quality of health care delivered throughout the western Lake Erie region. The Northwest Ohio-based organization was established by eight Fortune 500 employers in 1988. For more information, visit www. frontpathcoaltion.com
About The Leapfrog Group:

The Leapfrog Group uses its members’ collective leverage to initiate breakthrough improvements in the safety, quality and affordability of health care for Americans. The Leapfrog Group was founded in November 2000 by the Business Roundtable and is supported by its members, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, The Commonwealth Fund, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality and other sources. For more information, visit www.leapfroggroup.org.
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