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FRONTPATH HEALTH COALTION

PRESENTS INNOVATION SERIES

Forum focuses on Patient Centered

Medical Home Model
PERRYSBURG, Ohio – May 11, 2010 – FrontPath Health Coalition is sponsoring the first forum of their Healthcare Innovations Series on Thursday, May 13. The forum, “Improving Value through Innovative Healthcare Delivery”, will focus on the Patient Centered Medical Home Model (PCMH), which is a method to provide comprehensive health care by facilitating teamwork between patients, their doctors and their health care team.
“Given the complexities of the current healthcare system and the potential represented by healthcare reform, FrontPath intends to sponsor a series of briefing sessions on innovations in health care, beginning with the PCMH concept,” said Susan Szymanski, CEO of FrontPath Health Coalition.

In a PCMH model, the patient is the center of the health care experience and is supported by a team of professionals. A primary care physician-led team within the PCMH model assumes proactive prevention, wellness and chronic illness care, therefore becoming the patient’s confidant, coordinator and advisor for all aspects of health care. 

According to the Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative (PCPCC), the Patient Centered Medical Home Model creates a primary-care based framework and language for change, and an opportunity for “meaningful change enhancing quality and decreasing costs.” 

Paul Grundy, M.D., Director of Healthcare, Technology and Strategic Initiatives for IBM Global Wellbeing Services and Health Benefits and President of Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative (PCPCC), is the keynote speaker for this forum. Dr. Grundy is a nationally acclaimed expert on the patient centered model and worked as a senior diplomat in the State Department prior to joining IBM.  

Scott Mason, D.P.A, FACHE, will address how the patient centered model may be a ‘disruptive innovation’ in the cost and delivery of health care services, and the obstacles and challenges presented by it. Dr. Mason will also facilitate a panel discussion focusing on healthcare provider and employer perspectives in developing and implementing a PCMH program.  The forum panelists include: George N. Darah, D.O., Associate Medical Director of ProMedica Physician’s Group; Dee Ann Bialecki-Haase, M.D., Regional Medical Director of ProMedica Physician’s Group; Ted Wymyslo, M.D., Director of Family Medicine Dayton Inc.;  Kenneth R. Bertka, M.D., FAAFP, CPHIMS, American Academy of Family Physicians and Chief Information Officer, Northern Division of Catholic Health Partners in Toledo; Susan Pavlopoulos, Whirlpool Corporation and Patricia Beham, Blanchard Valley Health System. 

The forum is scheduled for May 13 from 6 p.m.–9 p.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn at Levis Commons, Perrysburg, Ohio.
About FrontPath Health Coalition:

FrontPath Health Coalition, a not-for-profit member-managed coalition, works with employers, unions, municipalities and public entities to provide members direct access to a broad network of health care providers. FrontPath also partners with these healthcare providers to improve the quality of health care delivered throughout the Western Lake Erie region. The Northwest Ohio-based organization was established by eight Fortune 500 employers in 1988. For more information, visit www.frontpathcoalition.com.

